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Deterring CBRNE 
Acquisition and Use

To deter adversaries from seeking or 
using CBRNE USAF must be able to:   

Deny gains by demonstrating 
capability to survive and operate 
despite WMD use
Defeat & intercept adversary 
CBRNE weapons from 
production to use
Retaliate—means to punish 
proliferators 

AF C-CBRNE CONOPS and other 
improvements critical to deterrent 
posture:  

C-CW/NW elements today 
C-BW/RW underway
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C-CBRNE Readiness

CORONA Fall  97

TTP Development

OEAs

MAJCOM Training

Wing-level Training

AF CP Master Plan

Threat Response

Fight the Base

APOD

Counterforce 

AF Studies:

AF C-CBW Roadmap

AF/XO Readiness Review

1998                          1999                          2000 2001                         2002     2003

AFDD 2-1.8
AFPD 10-26  PACAF C-CW CONOPS 

JNBC Defense
Board - XO Lead
(IL/SG/AQ Collab)

CORONA South 00

XO/IL C-CW Task Force 
Concept Paper 

Implementation Plans

BD Analysis
BD Task Force

MAJCOM Awareness
Briefings

JP 3-40 Development

BD Guidelines

Functional
Workshops 

C-Radiological

“Agent Fate”   

NSWC Testing

Dugway Testing        
Czech Testing           

CORONA Top 029-11

Bio-Defense Study
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USAF Approach for Improving 
C-CBRNE Capabilities

Scientific and Technical
• Improve understanding of the hazard environment 
• Define most likely threat

Operational Analyses
• Assess operational impacts of attacks on air bases
• Identify key enablers for mission recovery and sustainment
• Develop and test mitigation strategies

Operational Capability Improvements
• Provide guidance and risk management tools to allow CCs to  

resume operations with acceptable risk 
• Utilize entire force—cross functional involvement
• Train and institutionalize mission-oriented procedures
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Defeat and Intercept

Assess and improve CBRNE 
counterforce 

Focus on C-CBRNE target 
requirements
Examine entire “kill chain” 

Include hardware and 
process, better decision 
making tools
Collaborate with warfighter
Support strategy of proactive 
counterproliferation

Assess and improve CBRNE 
counterforce 

Focus on C-CBRNE target 
requirements
Examine entire “kill chain” 

Include hardware and 
process, better decision 
making tools
Collaborate with warfighter
Support strategy of proactive 
counterproliferation

NATIONAL NATIONAL 
STRATEGY TOSTRATEGY TO

COMBAT COMBAT 
WEAPONS OF WEAPONS OF 

MASS MASS 
DESTRUCTIONDESTRUCTION

THE NATIONAL
SECURITY STRATEGY 

OF THE

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA

SEPTEMBER 2002
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Changing USAF Culture:
Integrating C-CBRNE

Integrate C-CBRNE into USAF culture (AF/XO – Jan 03)

C-CW

Education, Training, 
and Exercises (ETE)

Specialized
Specialized

Senior Leader
Senior Leader

Functional
Functional

Individual

C-CBRN Knowledge 
and Skill Sets

Individual

C-CBRN Knowledge 
and Skill Sets

Biological Defense Task ForceBiological Defense Task Force

Interim
Bio-Defense 

Plan

Interim
Bio-Defense 

Plan

Biological Defense Task Force
Headquarters, United States Air Force

Biological Defense Task Force
Headquarters, United States Air Force

24 February 200324 February 2003

C-BW

C-RW development / 
CONOPS

C-RW development / 
CONOPS C-NW development / 

CONOPS
C-NW development / 

CONOPS

C-CBRNE CONOPS IG Core Criteria

Develop…Train…AssessDevelop…Train…Assess

http://www.af.mil/search/media.asp?mediaID=5727&mediaType=2
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2004 C-CBRNE Master Plan
Vision / Operational 

Picture
Vision / Operational 

Picture

Objectives / 
Capabilities
Objectives / 
Capabilities

ShortfallsShortfalls

TasksTasks

Roadmaps Roadmaps 

C-CBRNE operational capabilities AF must 
have to meet vision

5-year C-CBRNE vision based on National 
Security Strategy and CSAF CONOPS

LIMFACS

Actions  to mitigate shortfalls and improve 
capabilities

12-18 month Organize, Train, and Equip tasks, 
metrics, and OPRs

Report AF C-CBRNE ops capability improvements progress 
annually to the CSAF

Report AF C-CBRNE ops capability improvements progress 
annually to the CSAF
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USAF C-CBRNE Council: 
Purpose and Structure

C-CBRNE Council (AF/XON Chair)
• Support AF C-CBRNE efforts to meet 

operational standards and objectives
• Monitor AF C-CBRNE Master Plan

C-CBRNE Council (AF/XON Chair)
• Support AF C-CBRNE efforts to meet 

operational standards and objectives
• Monitor AF C-CBRNE Master Plan

Operational Advisors 
Subject Matter FOAs

Operational Advisors 
Subject Matter FOAs

C-CBRNE Technical 
Assessment Advisor (AFRL)

C-CBRNE Technical 
Assessment Advisor (AFRL) C-CBRNE Policy Working GroupC-CBRNE Policy Working Group

Executive Secretary 
(AF/XONP)

Executive Secretary 
(AF/XONP)

Study 
Team

Study 
Team

Provides single USAF voice on C-CBRNE issuesProvides single USAF voice on C-CBRNE issues
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Summary

Biological Defense Task ForceBiological Defense Task Force

Interim
Bio-Defense 

Plan

Interim
Bio-Defense 

Plan

Biological Defense Task Force
Headquarters, United States Air Force

Biological Defense Task Force
Headquarters, United States Air Force

24 February 200324 February 2003

USAF faces a fixed-site challenge--must 
understand air base operating environment 

No silver bullet solution—need to address 
capabilities across full spectrum of C-CBRNE 
operations

Current initiatives improve capability – more 
work is needed

Must be operationally focused

Must leverage functional communities from 
HQ AF, to MAJCOM, to Wing toward common 
capability goals

Integrate lessons learned from OIF
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